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CALIFORNIA REPRESENTATIVES, 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are requesting you join your colleagues Representatives 
Barragán, Cárdenas, Matsui, Panetta, Peters, and Sherman in their efforts to reduce patient costs by co-
sponsoring and urging the passage of the Help Ensure Lower Patient (HELP) Copays Act (H.R. 830). H.R. 
830 requires health insurance plans to count the value of copay assistance toward patient cost-sharing 
requirements, which would ensure that all payments, whether they come directly out of a patient’s 
pocket or with the help of copay assistance, count toward their out-of-pocket costs. 

The undersigned organizations represent nonprofits, patient advocacy groups, and provider organizations 
serving billions of people living with serious, complex, chronic illnesses. We championed similar legislation 
in California – AB 874 (Weber) – because we believe all patients should access the medications they need 
without delays, disruptions, or surprise costs.  

The HELP Copays Act is a two-part solution that will remove the ability for health plans to undermine 
coverage and restrict patient access. By prohibiting the use of copay accumulator adjustment programs, 
which remove the ability for patients to count copay assistance toward their annual deductible or out-of-
pocket maximum, we can save patients from unexpected costs of thousands of dollars each month. A 
recent survey found that 69% of those who depend on copay assistance programs make less than $40,000 
a year – if Congress doesn’t act now, these patients are at risk. 

In addition to reinstating copay assistance, the HELP Copays Act closes the EHB loophole under the 
Affordable Care Act, which has allowed many employer health plans to deem certain categories of 
prescription medications as “non-essential,” even when they are life-saving or necessary for people with 
pre-existing and chronic conditions. By closing this loophole, H.R. 830 will protect patients from paying 
hundreds or thousands of dollars for medicines without ever hitting their out-of-pocket maximum. 

H.R. 830, along with much-needed reform of pharmacy middlemen, are patient-centered policies that 
bring meaningful cost savings to all patients, particularly those living with rare or chronic diseases. This 
legislation will ensure that pharmacy middlemen can no longer take advantage of accumulator 
adjustment programs and copay maximizers to reap profits at the expense of patients, and the Patients 
Before Middlemen (PBM) Act will help end the pervasive profit incentives that drive middlemen to steer 
patients toward more expensive drugs. Additionally, the state-based measure SB 873 by Senator Steven 
Bradford will reform the prescription drug rebate system to share rebates with patients at the pharmacy 
counter, which is proven to not only reduce out-of-pocket costs but also improve medication adherence 
rates. 

Thank you for your time and attention. We look forward to working with you to protect vulnerable 
patients and ensure they receive the cost savings and timely medications they deserve.  

Sincerely, 
  

Lynne Kinst Siri Vaeth, MSW Kelly Goss, JD, LLM 
Executive Director, Executive Director, Managing Director, Advocacy, 
Hemophilia Council of California Cystic Fibrosis Research Institute ALS Association 
lkinst@hemophiliaca.org  svaeth@cfri.org  kelly.goss@als.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 1, 2023 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/830?s=1&r=7
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB874
https://www.statnews.com/2016/11/28/rebates-pharmacy-benefit-managers-contribute-high-drug-prices/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-crapo-menendez-blackburn-tester-and-marshall-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-reform-pbms-and-bring-down-the-cost-of-prescription-drugs
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-crapo-menendez-blackburn-tester-and-marshall-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-reform-pbms-and-bring-down-the-cost-of-prescription-drugs
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB873
mailto:lkinst@hemophiliaca.org
mailto:svaeth@cfri.org
mailto:kelly.goss@als.org


2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lauren Dunlap, PACS Tiffany Westrich-Robertson    
Executive Director, Executive Director,  
AAIDA (Advocacy & Awareness AiArthritis (International Foundation for  
for Immune Disorders Association) Autoimmune & Autoinflammatory Arthritis)  

 
 

Shane Desselle, RPh, PhD, FAPhA Everett E. Vokes, MD, FASCO Millie Das, MD 
President, Chair of the Board, President, Association of 
Applied Pharmacy Solutions Association for Clinical Oncology Northern California Oncologists 
 
 
Liz Helms Sam Chung Rob Tufel, MSW, MPH 
President & CEO, VP, CEO, Cancer Support Community 
California Chronic Care Coalition California Life Sciences San Francisco Bay Area 
 
 
Liz Helms Aviva Rosenberg, JD Miriam Goldstein 
Founding Director, Co-President, Acting VP, Policy & Advocacy 
Chronic Care Policy Alliance Gaucher Community Alliance Hemophilia Federation of America 

 
Debbie Brown  
Debbie Brown, Scott Suckow Estela Mata-Carcamo 
Executive Director, Executive Director, President & Co-Founder, 
International Bipolar Foundation Liver Coalition of San Diego Looms for Lupus 
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Elizabeth Savage Ashkan Lashkari, MD Michelle Guadalupe 
Executive Director, President, Director of Advocacy & Access 
Lupus Foundation of Southern Medical Oncology Association of National Eczema Association 
California Southern California, Inc. 

 
 

Dominick Spatafora Chris Buscher Scott Suckow 
Founder & President, Executive Director, Director, 
Neuropathy Action Foundation Parkinson’s Association of  Patient Advocates United in 
 San Diego San Diego 
 

 
Mary Brown LaTisa Brooks Leia Brune 
President & CEO, President, Executive Director, 
Sickle Cell Disease Foundation Sister’s Network of Northern Susan G. Komen San Diego 

California 
 
 

Zenay R. Arnold 
Co-Founder, 
We Win Foundation 

 
 


